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and snacking on her stockpile M&Ms while enjoying her shows in the afternoon, including Wheel of Fortune, the
Andy Griffith show, Bonanza, and the Waltons when she can catch it.

Many people, local and visitors to our community, may recognize Martina and that contagious smile of hers. She has
spent years volunteering at our local Information Booth, helping people get their bearings and informing those who
pass through of all that is wonderful here in our beautiful River Valley area. Martina also volunteers throughout our
communities, weeding and watering the gardens at Adopt-A-Spots, and delivering meals, throughout our
community, for the Meals on Wheels program.

Marty’s community is very important to her, and she enjoys sharing stories of what it was like to grow up, here, in
Rumford. Marty tells the stories regarding her childhood years with her family, in a way that makes the love and
comfort she found, there, in that time with them, tangible to those she is sharing the story with. Pictures of her mom,
dad, brother, and a sweet, young, bright eyed Marty with a little curl in her hair adorn the shelves of the hutch she
now owns, that once sat in her mother’s dining room. Marty shares that her brother Jim passed away, “too young”
but adds that she feels lucky to know his three daughters who live out of state but stay in touch. Marty’s mom and
dad have also passed away, but not before leaving her with the fondest of memories and teaching her skills that she
has carried, proudly, throughout her life. Marty’s mom, for many years, was the head of nursing at the local hospital
and she instilled In Marty a deep sense of organization, time management, affection, and ethics which served her
well through school, work, and life in general.

Martina shares that she enjoyed being active growing up and shares how she used to play basketball with her
brother, and states with confidence that she was once a pretty decent ice skater. She shares, “I used to walk up the
hill to ice skate when the ice skating rink used to be located off of Maine Ave”. Although it’s been many years since
Martina has laced up a pair of ice skates, to this day she still enjoys watching ice skating events, both in person and
on television.

Marty loves all bodies of water and shares that she spent many summer days at Webb Lake where her family had
owned a camp for generations. With a gleam in her eye, Marty shared that, as a little girl, she took swimming |
essons at Roxbury pond and became an avid swimmer, however, the water in Webb Lake remained shallow for quite
a distance before becoming deep enough to swim, so her dad built a dock for her, so that she could easier access the
deeper, swimmable water. “He built a ramp so I could just go to the end and jump right in”, shared Marty with a
grin. She says that, now, she enjoys sitting near the water and dipping her feet in.

Marty’s love of all things ocean is no secret to anyone who knows her well. Just a visit to her home, where there’s a
collection of ocean themed art and accessories would prove it, if she didn’t tell you, herself. Marty shares that she
developed her deep love for of the sea while vacationing for two weeks, every Labor Day, as a child, with her family
and her mom’s family at Bailey’s Island. She says that that’s where she fell in love with the salty air, the big boats,
the waves, the water, light houses, the rocky beaches, and last but

certainly not least, seafood.

Martina attended Chisolm Grade School and Stephens Memorial
High. Her classmates remain important to her, and she often
attended class luncheons when they are scheduled.

After high school, Martina attended the Auburn Maine’s School of
Commerce for business administration, learning shorthand, and
typing. “This was before computers,” she notes, “so it was all done
on typewriters.” Upon returning home from secondary school,
Martina worked in the office of the Hope School, briefly, before
taking a job at the Rumford High School Library.

A storyteller, a reminiscer, a great teacher by example, a warm and
dedicated friend, a giver of time and love to her community, an
adventure seeker, and a one-of-a- kind talented and skilled
individual in the art of organization. She is dear to us, here, at Hope

Association, and we are grateful to have her in our lives, to laugh
with, debate respectfully with, and to grow with.

May you all have a ‘Marty’ in your lives to celebrate. With assistance from staff, Martina was able to
visit her favorite place, the ocean

Cedar stopped for
a picture. While
checking out the
Christmas lights in
Freeport

Carol models a hat
she won playing
Christmas BINGO.

Jamie, Patrick and David accepting Thanksgiving dinners donated

by Mountain Valley Variety

£ T

Bryan, David and Richard enjoy Coffee with
the Holmans

Clayton, David, Matt, Raymond, Karin and Kristin help
decorate a tree for Rumford Festival of Trees. The Hope

Association Tree won 3rd place in the non-profit division.



